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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES (DMV)
October 2004
1. Continue to permit applicants or people seeking to renew driver’s licenses and State IDs to provide acceptable alternatives to the SSN (i.e., letter from SSA stating applicant is not eligible for an SSN).

2. Eliminate the de facto lawful presence requirement.  Do not require applicants to demonstrate a particular immigration status in addition to the other requirements to get a license.
3. Accept alternatives to the Social Security Number.
a. Accept valid alternatives to the Social Security Number from people seeking to correct their information with DMV and do not require people who cannot provide a Social Security Number to prove their immigration status.

b. Accept additional types of documentation such as foreign passports and consular identification cards and other documents that can securely establish identity and date of birth.  

4. If DMV is going to continue checking Social Security numbers with the SSA database, do not use this process to deprive hard working immigrants of driver’s licenses.

a. Do not suspend the licenses of individuals whose SSNs can not be verified.

b. Remove blocks on licenses of individuals who have received “no-match” letters

c. Provide an appeal process for those who have been wrongly flagged as having an incorrect SSN.  

d. End the practice of seizing personal documents from individuals who are trying to correct or update their DMV records.

e. Provide information to those who are identified as not having an SSN that an SSN is not required to be eligible for a driver’s license and what alternatives are accepted.  

5. Do not issue different types of licenses based on immigration status.
6. Discontinue the practice of stamping visa expiration information on certain licenses.

7. Accept additional secure forms of identification to eliminate the de facto immigration status requirement.
8. Make licenses and other identification documents more fraud- proof using:

a. holograms

b. signatures

c. tamper-resistant paper

9. Provide for training of state motor vehicle officials 
a. Train DMV staff about the types of Immigration documents that can be accepted as proof of identity.

b. Clarify to DMV staff that they are examining Immigration documents only to ensure that they establish identity, not to make determinations about an applicant’s immigration status.
For more information, contact:

Amy Sugimori, National Employment Law Project. (212) 285-3025x102, asugimori@nelp.org

Jackie Vimo, New York Immigration Coalition. (212) 627-2227 x239, jvimo@thenyic.org

Gouri Sadhwani, New York Civic Participation Project (212) 388-3208, gsadhwani@nycpp.org

