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The New York State Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is threatening to take licenses away from almost 300,000 immigrants across the state.  Since January 2004, the DMV has been sending letters to thousands of drivers informing them that there is a problem with the Social Security Number in their files.  Drivers who cannot provide a valid Social Security number will eventually have their drivers’ licenses suspended and lose the ability to drive legally in New York State.  
What will happen to people who lose their licenses? Losing their licenses will have devastating consequences for hard-working immigrant New Yorkers.  Many immigrants need to drive to support their families-- if their licenses are suspended they will lose the ability to work, to take their children to school and to drive to hospitals.
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The DMV is unfairly targeting immigrants by taking away their licenses.  Immigrants are NOT terrorists. Discriminating against immigrants by taking away their licenses will only drive immigrants further underground.  Suspending immigrants’ licenses will also increase the number of uninsured and unlicensed drivers on the road and raise auto insurance premiums for all drivers.  
How can this be stopped? The solution is simple: The DMV must STOP SUSPENDING IMMIGRANTS’ LICENSES!  The law does NOT say that immigration status is a requirement for drivers’ licenses. The DMV’s job is to keep our roads safe, not to enforce immigration laws.  We need to send the message to Governor Pataki and to  DMV Commissioner Martinez that DMV should keep its eyes on the road and stop acting as immigration officials.  
What can I do? You can contact Governor Pataki at (518) 474-8390 and tell him, “STOP THE SUSPENSIONS OF IMMIGRANT LICENSES!”  You can also join the New York Coalition for Immigrants’ Rights to Drivers’ Licenses, a coalition of community, immigrant, religious and labor groups and New Yorkers concerned about immigrants’ rights. We organize regular meetings, rallies, events, press conferences and other activities. We need your help. Join us!
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TO JOIN US OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:





Amy Sugimori, National Employment Law Project (212) 285-3025x102


Gouri Sadhwani, New York Civic Participation Project (212) 388-3208


Jackie Vimo, New York Immigration Coalition (212) 627-2227x239


� The NY Coalition for Immigrants’ Rights to Drivers’ Licenses











