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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Tips for

trans people

dealing

with cops

and jails

SYLVIA RIVERA

LAW PROJECT

On the street
and in public...

You do not ever have to consent to a search. If a
cop asks to search you, your home, or your bag,
saying “I do not consent to a search” helps pro-
tect your rights.

e Cops are allowed to conduct a “pat down"
if they believe that you may be armed.

e If a cop tells you that they have a search
warrant for your home, ask to see it.

If a cop stops you, you can ask if you're being
detained. If the answer is “no,” you are free to
go. Cops have a right to detain you for at least
short periods of time if they have a reasonable
suspicion that you have or are about to commit a
crime.

While cops don't have a right to demand ID un-
less they reasonably expect that you are involved
in a crime, they will probably arrest you if you
refuse or fail to show ID

The cops can and will lie. For example, an under-
cover cop does NOT have to tell you the truth if
you ask them if they’re a cop.

Do not talk to the cops without a lawyer. It is
your right and the cops are not there to help you.
If you get arrested, ONLY provide them with
your name and address and then say “I want to
talk to a lawyer” And hold firm.

If you think a cop is doing something wrong to
you, you can get in more trouble if you try to
fight back. It’s usually a good idea to stay calm
and ask for their name and badge number. That
info is useful if you want to file a complaint later.

CONTINUED ON INSIDE OF BROCHURE




If you have been arrested....

If you are an immigrant and get arrested, make
sure your lawyer knows you're an immigrant
and figures out how a plea would affect your
status. DO NOT answer questions from anyone
else. Immigration officers on Riker’s may ask
you questions—you do not need to answer and
it is better for you not to.

Taking a plea often makes a lot of sense. A plea
can affect your life in a lot of ways, though—it’s
a good idea to get as much information and
take as much time as you can so you can think
about your options. If you take a plea or get
convicted after a trial, you will not be able to
sue the cops for falsely arresting you.

If you were taking hormones before you were
put in jail or prison, you have a right to keep
receiving them. It can help to have a letter from
your doctor or a copy of your prescriptions that
your friend or advocate has access to.

You have a right to be protected from harm,
like rape or beatings, if you get locked up. The
COs should move you to somewhere you will
be safer if necessary.

If you want to file a lawsuit about something
that happens to you while you're locked up,
you have to file a grievance in the jail or prison
first. You also have to appeal the grievance,
even if you never get a decision. You should file

the grievance as quickly as possible—within two
weeks if you can—and you should include every-
thing wrong that happened to you.

You have the right to make grievances, contact
lawyers, and speak up about things you see go-
ing on in jail that you believe are wrong. But, it's
possible that COs will retaliate against you any-
way. You have to decide what will be safest and
best for you.

You can change your name from jail or prison,
but it’s nearly impossible to get access to the
documents you need to do it—mainly your birth
certificate—from the inside. It can help if your
trusted friend, family member, or lawyer has ac-
cess to these important documents in case you
need them.

If you want to file a lawsuit against the NYPD,
you have 90 days from the date of your arrest

to file a “Notice of Claim.” You must file this to
preserve your right to sue under state law. You
should talk with your lawyer before filing or
signing any written statements about events that
led to your arrest.

If your friend or loved one gets arrested, stay in-
volved! It can really make a difference to the case
if you come to court dates, talk to your friend’s
lawyer, gather info, and stay in touch with your
friend throughout.
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The Sylvia Rivera Law Project (SRLP) works to guarantee that all people are free
to self-determine gender identity and expression, regardless of income or race,

and without facing harassment, discrimination or violence.

SYLVIA RIVERA LAW PROJECT
147 W 24TH ST, 5TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10011
T. 212-337-8550 ¢ F. 212-337-1972 « WWW.SRLP.ORG
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